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smokers and nearly 1,000 of them will die
prematurely as a result. For more than a dec-
ade, even as adult smoking was dropping, the
smoking rate among high school seniors did
not go down. That was bad enough. But since
1991, the percentage of teenage smokers has
risen steadily and rapidly. There’s been a 30-
percent increase in the 8th graders who
smoke, a 22-percent increase in the number
of 10th graders who smoke, and by the age
of 16, the average teenage smoker is smoking
every day and will not stop. If you wanted
to do something to reduce the cost of health
care, help over the long run to balance the
budget, and increase the health care of
America, having no teenagers smoke would
be the cheapest, easiest, quickest thing you
could ever do to change the whole dynamic
of health care in America.

Now, again I will tell you, it’s just like the
drugs and the gangs; the number of teen-
agers who believe smoking is dangerous is
dropping dramatically. There’s a lot more
peer approval. This also is a recipe for disas-
ter. There are some things we can do at the
governmental level, and we’ll be talking
about that in the near future. But what I want
to say to you is this is just another example
of where, no matter what you do with the
law, people have to change inside, and some-
body has to help them change inside. And
we have to do it in an organized, disciplined
way.

James Baldwin once said, ‘‘Children have
never been very good at listening to their el-
ders.’’ As a parent, that’s comforting to know.
[Laughter] ‘‘But,’’ he said, ‘‘they have never
failed to imitate them.’’

So, I say to you what I said at the begin-
ning. We are on the verge of the 21st century.
It should be America’s century. The best days
of this country should be before us. If we
recognize that we’re a family and we’re going
forward, up, or down together, we will go
up and forward together.

But we have to ask ourselves, what are our
family values, and what do we in the Amer-
ican family value, and what are we going to
do about it? Today I’ve tried to tell you what
I intend to do about it. And I ask you to
say, what are you going to do about it and
how are you going to continue to work.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
our host pastor, Reverend Diggs, because I
know that he has worked in this community
to try to make a difference on these issues.
And so many of you have.

You’ve got this alliance of these two groups
here meeting today. We need this kind of
alliance on these problems, the kind of prob-
lems that our children are facing at the grass-
roots level. They know no racial barrier; they
know no income barrier even; they certainly
know no regional barrier. We have got to get
over this using family values to drive a stake
between us as American people and let it
lift us up. We have got to do that.

And I ask you to leave here determined
to do what you can to be good preachers and
good Samaritans and good examples, to make
the family of America a place where family
values lifts us up, pulls us together, and takes
us into the future. We can walk and not faint.
We can run and not grow weary. And if we
do not lose heart, we shall reap.

God bless you all, and thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:48 p.m. at the
Charlotte Convention Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Rev. Bennett W. Smith, Sr., president,
and Rev. Gardner C. Taylor, former president,
Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Memorandum on the President’s
Oklahoma City Scholarship Fund
August 9, 1995

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: The President’s OKC Scholarship
Fund

The tragic bombing of the Alfred P.
Murrah Building in Oklahoma City took 168
lives and permanently damaged many more.
The families of the dead and injured, even
witnesses and rescue workers, had their lives
changed by that irrational and despicable act
of violence.

In the aftermath of this national tragedy,
however, we can be proud of the abiding
strength and resilience demonstrated by the
American people. The days and weeks that
followed the explosion witnessed an outpour-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 14:04 Feb 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P32AU4.010 p32au4



1411Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Aug. 9

ing of love and support for the victims and
their families as Americans of every age, re-
gion, and background rallied to assist them.

A number of Federal agencies and public
charities established funds to provide emer-
gency assistance for the bombing victims and
their families. However, in addition to the
provision of relief for the immediate needs
of the victims, I am concerned about provid-
ing for the education of the children whose
parent or parents died or were severely dis-
abled as a result of the bombing. Con-
sequently, I have asked the Federal Em-
ployee Education and Assistance Fund (the
‘‘FEEA’’), a private charity, to establish the
President’s OKC Scholarship Fund (the
‘‘Scholarship Fund’’), which will be adminis-
tered as part of its existing Oklahoma Fund,
solely for the provision of educational needs
of those children.

The Scholarship Fund will accept dona-
tions from all sources and 100 percent of all
contributions will be distributed for the ben-
efit of the eligible children. The FEEA will
establish an Advisory Board to help direct
financial assistance from the Scholarship
Fund, to advise the FEEA concerning eligi-
bility criteria, and to provide such informa-
tion and advice as the Board of Directors of
the FEEA may require. As set forth in a
Memorandum of Understanding Between
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement (OPM) and the FEEA, either I or
my designee will recommend persons for ap-
pointment to the Advisory Board.

Those who wish to contribute to the Schol-
arship Fund should send donations to the
FEEA; checks should be earmarked ‘‘The
President’s OKC Scholarship Fund.’’ The
FEEA’s mailing address is: Suite 200, 8441
West Bowles, Littleton, Colorado 80123.

The Federal family has again come to-
gether in the aftermath of the Oklahoma City
bombing, with contributions of money, cloth-
ing, annual leave, and even blood. I hope we
will be just as generous in supporting the
education of the innocent children whose
parents were killed or disabled in this terrible
act.

I urge each of you to support the Scholar-
ship Fund and encourage your employees to
do likewise.

William J. Clinton

Remarks to the Black Enterprise
Magazine 25th Anniversary Gala
August 9, 1995

Thank you, Earl. I’m delighted to be with
you, and I appreciate your introduction. It
is I who should be thanking you tonight and
many of those who are there with you for
your incredible effort over so many years,
and especially for your valuable input and
support on the affirmative action policy.

I also want to say hello to my Secretary
of Commerce, Ron Brown. I’m glad you ap-
plauded him. He certainly is one of the finest
Secretaries of Commerce this country ever
had. He has done more to promote jobs and
businesses for all Americans than anybody
has in a long time. I want to say hello to
Dr. Earl Richardson, the President of Mor-
gan State. To Tom Labrecque of Chase Man-
hattan Bank, thank you for being there and
for your work. Reverend Jackson, I’m sorry
I missed your prayer. I need it more than
anybody who’s there. [Laughter] I’m sorry
I missed it. Mayor Schmoke, Governor Wild-
er, I enjoyed being with you a few days ago.
And to my longtime friend Maynard Jackson,
and to all the Graves family and all my
friends who are gathered there tonight to
honor your achievements, Earl, I want to
send my best wishes.

I also know that I speak for all of you when
we offer our best wishes to someone who
had planned to be with you tonight—our
prayers and best wishes are with David
Dinkins. We wish him well, and we know
he’s going to be all right.

Earl, I want to add my congratulations to
you and to Black Enterprise for 25 years of
leadership in African-American business.
This evening celebrates initiative, achieve-
ment, and opportunity. Initiative has always
been the American genius, and Earl, you
have set a singular example of that kind of
genius. And because of your example, count-
less African-Americans have been empow-
ered to take advantage of opportunity, to
achieve. A life of accomplishment has expo-
nential impact, and you, Earl Graves, have
proved that.

A quarter century ago, you and Black En-
terprise began to fill a large void for African-
Americans who needed a source for informa-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 14:04 Feb 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P32AU4.010 p32au4


